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This authorization does not extend to any other kind of copying, by any means, in any form, and for any purpose other than private research use. Species of Selaginella are heterosporous and possess megaspores and microspores. Relative to vegetative characters, spore morphology is more stable and informative (Alston et al. 1981) . It also has been proven by vast amounts of observations and studies in Selaginella (references see below). In the early years, the observations of spores in Selaginella were mainly carried out under light microscope (LM). Using LM, Zhang et al. (1976) observed microspores of 21 Chinese species and divided them into five types (baculate, granulate, spine, tuberculate and verrucate) on the basis of the surface sculptures of exospore. Huang (1981) described megaspores and microspores of 14 species from Taiwan in detail and provided a key to species based on spore morphology. Chu (2006) observed and described the color and surface morphology of megaspores and microspores of Selaginella from Yunnan which harbors the most species of Selaginella in China. Using scanning electron microscope (SEM), megaspores and microspores of species of Selaginella worldwide were extensively studied (e.g., Reeve 1935 , Hellwig 1969 , Minaki 1984 , Heusser & Peteet 1988 , Liu et al. 1989 , Liu & Bao 1990 , Tryon & Lugardon 1991 , Giorgi et al. 1997 , Stefanović et al. 1997 , Liu et al. 2001 , Chang et al. 2002a , Chang et al. 2002b , Liu et al. 2002 , Sun et al. 2002a , Sun et al. 2002b , Li et al. 2003 , Liu et al. 2003 , Liu & Yan 2004 , 2005 , Korall & Taylor 2006 , Liu et al. 2006 , Zhao et al. 2006a , Zhao et al. 2006b , Zhu et al. 2006 , Zhou et al. 2012 , Schulz et al. 2013 , Xia et al. 2013 , Singh et al. 2014 . Of those works, generally, one or more species were examined and described. However, except Minaki (1984) , Korall & Taylor (2006), and Schulz et al. (2013) , taxonomic significances of spore were rarely discussed comprehensively in Selaginella. Minaki (1984) observed megaspore surfaces and wall structure of 37 Asian species (mainly from Japan) and one Australian species, and divided the megaspores of the species sampled into four types and 19 subtypes. Some of the megaspore types or subtypes correspond to the taxa or groups defined by Walton & Alston (1938) . Korall & Taylor (2006) examined the megaspore morphology and wall structure of 52 species. Combining their previous phylogenetic studies (Korall et 
